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Pastoral Counseling Services (PCS) announces
rebrand to BrightLeaf

Byline: Press Release
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Calvin Genzel, PhD, Executive Director, and Melissa Grudinski, Director of Clinical Services.



MANCHESTER, NH - Pastoral Counseling Services (PCS), a holistic,
multidisciplinary clinical counseling center, is now BrightLeaf. The Manchester
nonprofit has completed a comprehensive rebranding process to more clearly
communicate its mission and make its services more accessible to the community.

“This new name and brand are rooted in the growth, optimism and collaborative
spirit that embody our organization,” says BrightLeaf Executive Director Calvin
Genzel, PhD. “Our team and mission remain the same — we will continue to walk
with clients on their journeys to heal in body, mind and spirit — and we are excited
that our center’s name now connects more directly with our counseling approach.”

BrightLeaf traces its origins to 1979, when Steve Weaver, PhD, and Billy Brown,
PhD, founded the practice, which formally incorporated in 1982 as Pastoral
Counseling Services, United Church of Christ, Inc. Their goal was to provide
comprehensive, compassionate and spiritually sensitive care to clients of all ages.
Over time, however, the team found that the word “Pastoral” in the original name
created confusion about the nature and inclusiveness of the center’s services.

Ad ends in 15

“Our research showed that people believed the name meant we provided religious



counseling for pastors or by pastors, was reserved only for Christian clients, or was
based in Christian Scriptures,” Genzel explains. “We came to understand that this
unintentionally created a barrier for individuals who did not identify with those
criteria — preventing some from seeking the compassionate counseling they
needed. We shifted to using the acronym ‘PCS,’ but that too lacked clarity for
current and prospective clients.”

In 2024, the center partnered with Just Flow Events & Marketing to conduct the
rebranding process.

BrightLeaf is accredited by the Solihten Institute. To learn more about BrightLeaf
and its services, visit brightleafnh.org.

About BrightLeaf

BrightLeaf is a holistic, multidisciplinary, nonprofit counseling center in Manchester,
New Hampshire, serving clients of all ages. Accredited by the Solihten Institute,
BrightLeaf’s mission is to promote healing and wholeness of mind, body and spirit
through psychotherapy, consultation and education. The team provides
comprehensive, compassionate clinical care for a wide range of challenges including
grief, anxiety, depression, trauma, addiction, child and family matters and separation/
divorce, among many others. BrightLeaf’s clinicians include psychologists, pastoral
psychotherapists, social workers, mental health counselors, and licensed alcohol and
drug counselors. For more information, visit brightleafnh.org.
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Aldermen give initial approval for $35
million Water Works administration/
vehicle building

Saint Joseph Cathedral concert to
feature Handel’s ‘Messiah’ and Bach’s
‘Magnificat’

It’s Official: ‘Creepy Santa Day’ is on
the city calendar

The Soapbox: SAU consolidation isn’t
reform — it’s a step away from New
Hampshire values

The Weekender, Dec. 4-7: Santa Claus
Shuffle, Annual Holiday Parade,
Merrymaking + more
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¥ SUPPORT INK LINK

Manchester Ink Link is a daily paywall-free online news and information hub. We are
dedicated to being your preferred source for reliable information that moves the
community conversation forward, one story at a time. We seek solutions — and
readers who believe, as we do, that journalism is essential to an informed and
engaged citizenry.
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